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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED : To save capacity of a recording medium for monitoring etc., 
and surely record only the pictures before and after an alarrn is inputted. 

SOLUTION: Picture signals from a camera 7 are alternately recorded in VTR I, VTR II 
by controlling three or more recording and reproducing units ( VTR I, II, III). When 
an alarm is inputted to VTR I during recording, a program searching signal is 
recorded in a recording medium {magnetic tape), and VTR I continues recording. Next, 
while VTR II is recording, VTR I searches the program searching signal, and 
reproduces the pictures recorded for a prescribed period before and after the 
program searching signal, and records and stores the pictures in VTR III. In such a 
manner, only Che pictures before and after the alarm input are recorded and stored 
in 1 , VTR III . 
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